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News ® Competition

Awards honour innovation

TECHNOLOGY-LED businesses and entre-
preneurs from across the region are to be
recognised for their innovative achievements
at a major awards ceremony.

The second Bright Sparc Awards are being
run by the Sparc technology network and
will honour those businesses or individuals
who have truly excelled in their specialist
fields.

The event will take place on May 13 at
Cranfield University on the eve of Cranfield
VentureDay, a one-day conference and net-

challenging times can be a source of real
opportunity for entrepreneurs and investors.

Keynote speaker Lord Bilimoria will share
the Cobra success story of surviving the

Chris Dunkley, director of the Milton
Keynes Enterprise Hub and Sparc’s net-
work director, said: “Milton Keynes and the
surrounding region is home to many tech-
nology companies all of whom are pushing
the boundaries of their chosen specialism.

“The Bright Sparc Awards are a great
way for innovative companies to showcase
their work to an expert panel of judges and
gain recognition for their achievements.

“We hope this year’s event will again
attract high quality entrants from across the

working event for entrepreneurs.
This year VentureDay delegates can find

out why starting and growing a business in brands.

recession of the early 1990s to create one of
Britain’s iconic multi-million pound beer

region and match the success of the first
Bright Sparc Awards.”

Last year’s Bright Sparc Awards attracted
more than 60 entries from technology-led
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Low cost business property with low commitment.

Is the Economy turning your business?

Are you experiencing interest rate uncertainty and bank funding
alternatives’ pressure?

Have bad and doubtful debts emerging?

Reviewing employee need?

Focussing on value for money - considering downsizing?

Probably the largest expense after staff is property cost - rent,
rates, building insurance, security, maintenance and utility costs.

You look for flexibility - a variable property cost that can be
reduced by short term necessity and increased through growth. A
cost that is sensitive to cash flow and carries no added legal cost.

Enterprise MK can help by offering flexible working
accommodation — for light industrial, commercial, warehouse and
office use. Individual units from 254 sqft to 882 sqft.

Rent per day, week, month or security of tenure Lease Agreements
reflect OCCUPANCY flexibility.

Call Margaret Goatly on 01908 564464 to find out more on flexible
working accommodation.

Chamber
Training
Solutions

Enrol now for your NVQ!
Learn while you Earn!

Help your staff get the skills they need, and your local Chamber of
Commerce will pay for it!

The Milton Keynes & North Bucks Chamber of Commerce has been

able to access funding though a national programme called ‘Train to

Gain’, that will enable local businesses to train staff to achieve a NVQ,
with no financial cost!

All businesses will be able to access, through us; full funding for

employees to achieve their first full level 2 National Vocational
Qualification (NVQ), as well as some level 3’s.

The possibility of a contribution to wage costs for companies with
less than 50 employees — to cover the cost of the time spent in
training.

To find more information contact The Chamber of Commerce on
01908 259004 or email training@mk-chamber.co.uk

pauleyLANDSCAPESS

businesses and entrepreneurs across the
region. From the winners of each of six cat-
egories Zeroshift Ltd was chosen as the
recipient of the overall Bright Sparc Award
2008.
For more information, visit
www.brightsparcawards .co.uk

® Chris Dunkley: Sparc
network director.

your business.

areas to safeguard your business.

INSIGHT ™ - an online employment law service package including
employment law advice, employers insurance and HR services for

REDUNDANCY MANAGER ™ - a complete fixed-fee package with legal
support to help you manage the difficulties of employee redundancy.

DEBT RECOVERY - a fixed-fee debt collection and recovery package
which we can tailor to your individual needs.

CREDIT CONTROL - let us help you better manage your cash and
introduce you to our credit assessment and reporting package.

LITIGATION, DISPUTE RESOLUTION, SHAREHOLDER AGREEMENTS
and PROPERTY DISPUTES - our legal specialists will help you in these

INSOLVENCY AND RECOVERY - specialist help before it’s too late!

One of the largest legal teams in the region - talk with us today

01908 396230
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Travel
site Is
music to

the ear

BUSINESS travel expert
Matrix Travel Management
is offering local businesses
the chance to reduce their
business travel costs.

The company is offering a
free one-month trial of its
on-line booking engine
Amadeus.

Amadeus is different to
other on-line booking
engines in that it accesses
scheduled and no-frills
flights all on the same page,
with the lowest price first. As
part of the advantage Group,
Matrix Travel Management
can offer more than nine
million private worldwide
fares. negotiated directly
with hundreds of airlines, the
fares can be up to 30 per
cent cheaper than published
fares.

The system set-up and
maintenance costs wil be
waived during the one-
month trial. All the user has
to pay is the £15 booking fee
whenever they purchase a
flight, hotel or car rental on
line during the trial period.

® To claim your free one-
month trial of the Amadeus
system, answer the following
question: When was the
composer Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart born?
E-mail your answer to

Matrix Travel Management
business development manager
Chris Meredith at
chrismeredith@matrixtravel.co.uk
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